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OF THE CHURCH, &c. 

Shewing that it is not confined to those 
small societies, called Churches ; but that 
allof whom Christ is the head, or all for 
whom he died are members of his Church ; 
not indeed by a visible profession, but by the 
merciful interposition of God. 

When we consider the force of custom, 
and the predilection for those sentiments 
imbibed in early life ; itis not strange, that 
so many difficulties are in the way of our 
inquiries after truth. The greatest of mea 
have experienced more or less inconven- 
ience on this account. Not only is an ed- 
ucation of great and lasting importance to 
a child, when he is instructed in the way 
in which he should go ; but the consequen- 
ces are very pernicious,when he is instruc- 
ted in the way in which he should not go: 
for as in theformer,so in the latter case, 
he will hardly depart therefrom. 

Custom, both of principle and practice, 
in things erroneous, equally with those, 
which are genuine, has great influence on 
our conduct in life: and this force of bab- 
it and early instruction goes farther, in ma- 
ny instances, in governing our decisiens, 
especially in religious concerns, than the 
reason of seven men, or even than that of 
a mathematical demonstration. 

For this reason, custom has been con- 
sidered, the plague of wise men, and the 
idol of fools. 

These remarks are confirmed by the te- 
nacious adherence of nations and sects, e- 
qually with individuals, tothe religion, 
manners and customs in which they have 
been educated ; and that, which completes 


the absurdity of this system of information 
is, that foible of human nature, viz. self- 
justification and applause, by which each 
party and individual, justify themselves and 
condemn others ; or by which each one 
f 


esteems himself to be right ; while all oth- 
ers are in the wrong. 

The application of the above remarks 
will be made respecting the opinion which 
has, in almost all ages, been entertained of 
the church ; wherein those small societies 
which are called churches, have been con- 
sidered, exclusively, the church of Christ ; 
when, at the same time, they contain 
but a small part of it. 

This will lead me to speak of the 
Church in its original signification. 

Of the church as a body,of which Christ 
is the head. 

Of the church as composed of those,for 
whom Christ died. 

Of the church as composed of those, 
whom Christ came to seek and to save. 

Of the church as composed of those,who 
shall know the Lord. 

Of the church as comprising all, who. 
shall be reconciled to the Lord. é 

Of the church as comprehending all, 
whom the Father purposed to save, and all 
who will be saved according to that des 
pose. 

First, Of the church in its original sig« 
nification. 

The article church and assembly seem» 
originally, to be of the same signification. 
They appear to be usec inthe same sense, 
both in the Old and New Testaments. 

The solemn assembly of the Israelites on 
the great day of atonement or expiation, 
was the church convened on that solemn 
occasion, Exod. xii. 6. In that age, as- 
sembly was used for that which is since ter- 
med the church. So also is the article 
congregation. Thus the whoie congrega- 
tion or assembly of the Israelites, was the 
Israelitish church. 


The general assembly and church of the 





first born, mean the universal church gath- 
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ered together in heaven ; the congrega- 
tion,assembly or church in glory, Heb. xii. 
93. The original Greek word for church 
and assembly or congregation is the same. 
Eclesia, Church : thus,Acts xix. 32. Ecle- 
sia. the assembly was confused: and 41 
verse. And when he had thus spoken, he 
dismissed the assembly : eclesia, church. 

Thus I conclude that the articles church 
and assembly originally are the same ; 
consequently there is an equal propriety in 
the use ofthe word, church, in relation to 
one society, assembly or congregation, as 
to another. Itis necessary, for the sake 
of distinction, that different bodies of men 
should be called by different names. Yet 
the name of church, in the one case, and of 
assembly in another ; ought, by no means, 
to have this impression upon us , that hoii- 
ness, in consequence of a name, is attached 
to the one, or unholiness to the other. 

The odious distinction, which is often 
made between men of the church and those 
ofthe world, has always been attended 
with disagreeable consequences. 

Every society is eclesia,a church ; but 
as all men can never be gathered together 
in one church or society on earth; it has 
been and stillis necessary,that they should 
be known by different names. But to af- 
fix holiness to one and unholiness to anoth- 
er,as resulting from the different name 
and circumstance ; is that abominable pride 
and arrogance, which has been the cause of 
persecution, and the decay of piety. 

Secondly. Of the chureh as a body, of 
which Christ is the head. 

Theextent of the church as a body, of 
which Christ is the head, is gathered from 
the express words of St. Paul, who says, 
that Christ is the head of every man, 1 
Cor. xi. 3. That he is the head of the body, 
the charch: who is the beginning, the first 
born from the dead, thatin all things he 
might have the pre-eminence. For it pleas- 


ed the Father that, in him should all full-| 


ness dwell, &c. Col i.18,19. For the 


husband is the head of the wife, even as! f d 

sass | found. 
Christ is the head of the church ; and he is 
the Saviour of the body. Eph. v. 28. And 


gave bim to be head over all things to the 
church, which is ‘his body, the fullness of 
him, that filleth allin all. Eph. i. 22, 99, 

From these, and many other scriptures 
ofa similar import, it appears; that the 
church and body of Christ are one and the 
same ; that this church or body compre- 
hended all the sons and daughters of Adam: 
that they, collectively, compose Christ’s 
body or church. 

Thirdly. Of the church, as composed of 
those, for whom Christ died. 

Our calvinistic friends teach, that God 
elected some of mankind to everlasting life 
and that Christ is the redeemer of this elect 
number only ; that for the elect he groan- 
ed, for them hedied, and all for this rea. 
son, viz. that they were all, whom the Fath. 
er was pleased tosave. The rest of man. 
kind, he was pleased to pass by, and leave 
to perish in their sins forever. In sucha 
case the body and church of Christ would 
be limited to the elect 5; the non-elect hav: 
ing no lot nor part in the matter. 

The prevalence of this belief has been at 
the bottom of almost all the cruel unchari- 
tableness, persecution and bloodshed, which 
has abounded in the world. It has made 
the naturally hard heart of man still bard- 
er; it has driven vast numbers to despair 
of mercy, and seek for release from troub- 
le in the icy arms of death. 

If spiritual pride has been visible, and 
contempt for others been manifested ; it 
has been by those, who esteemed them. 
selves tobe righteous; who esteemed 
themselves to be ihe elect, and the favor- 
ites of a partial God ; while with scorn, 
but not with pity they have despised others. 

But God be thanked, that we have a 
rule from which to judge, which is truth 
itself, not depending on the doctrine and 
commandments of men. 

That revelation, which we profess so 
highly to prize, is clear and explicit.— 
| Christ Was appointed to bring the blessings 
jot divine grace as far as the curse was 
Thus Dr. Watts ; 

“In him the Tribes of Adam boast, 
More blessings than their father lost." 
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He then adds, 
“ Let every creature rise and bring, 


Peculiar honors to our king, 
Angels descend with songs again, 
And earth repeat her loud amen.” 

Do not the scriptures declare that he 
tasted death for every man? that he is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours on- 
ly, but also for the sins of the whole world? 
that he gave himself a ransom for all to be 
testified in duetime. Forasmuch, then, as 
the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
he also himself likewise took part of the 
same ; that through death, he might des. 
troy bim that bad ‘the power of death, that 
is, the devil ; and deliver them, who 
throug}, fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage-—Heb. ii. 14,15. He 
is the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sins of the world.—John i. 29. All the 
types of the old testament, prefigure the 
universal saving blessings of the Messiah 
when he should make his appearance, and 
all the promises are to the same effect. 

Hence if Christ died for the salvation of 
any of the human family, he died for the 
salvation of the whole family ; and the will 
and design of the Father was, that he might 
gather together in one, all things in Christ. 
Those for whom Christ died are his people, 
his sheep, his church. He loved the church 
and gave himself for it; that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it by the washing of 
water by the word.—Ephesi. i. 25. 26. 
What church or body was this, for whom 
he died ? 

It was the church composed of every ha- 
mat creature, for he tasted death for ev- 
ery man. 

Thus, if the death of Christ, in relation 





to any number of the human family, con- 
stitutes that number to be his church ; his 
dying for all mankind, will inevitably lead 
to the conclusion that they likewise are all 
members of his church. 

Thus the certainty that Christ died for 
all men, proves that all men belong to his 
society, family or church. 

Fourthly. Of the church as composed of 





those, whom Christ came to seek and save. 


He came toseek and save that, which 
was lost. All mankind were lost: there- 
fore he came to seek and save all mankind. 
There can be no doubt that this was his 
errand into the world. We have seen, 
saith St.John, and do testify, that the 
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world. God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through him might be saved. Divine 
love towards all men, even the whole 
world, was the reason why God provided 
and sent a mediator; the love and pity of 
the mediator towards lost man was a mo- 
tive with him in the andertaking ; the cons 
sequence is, lost man must be found ; sin- 
ful man will be reclaimed, and wretched 
miserable man will be saved: saved from 
sin, from misery and death. This must 
and will be the effect, unless, as many sup- 
pose, Christ should fail in his undertaking 
and should not accomplish that for which 
he was sent into the world. To design 
the accomplishment of an object, is with the 
Deity, the accomplishment itself: and if 
a design, with him, be an accomplishment; 
the design of bringing all men to glory and 
making them members of the general as- 
sembly or church above ; is, in the divine 
mind, accomplished. Consequently. the 
church of God contains all the fallen race 
of men, (To be continued. ) 





For the Gospel Advocate. 

Mr. Epiror—I humbly trast that the 
first essay of my pen on the subject of the 
punishment of the wicked, was dictated by 
a sincere desire to promote the cause of God 
and religion ; and it is believed, that it has 
been continued with the same desire for 
truth. It indeed might have occurred to 
me, that the ground of controversy between 


‘ Universalists and believers in endless mis- 


ery, had been often occupied by men of 
science and ability far surpassing that of 
myself, and that such controversies had sel- 
dom ifever eventuated in building up the 
cause that I have expressed an anxiety to 
promote, and in pulling down the strong 
holds of Satan and his alluring system ; 
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yet, the caring boldness with which the 
friends of your “Advocate” made the de- 
claration that no one dare oppose it, ren- 
dered silence no longer compatible with 
my feelings. 

I know sir, that there are certain texts 
of scripture which favor the sentiments 
you profess, and I am not insensible of the 
fact, that human reason in some degree 
favors your sentiments. But to me it ap- 
pears evident that there are many Inconsis- 
tent traits in your doctrine, and before I 
take my leave of you and the columps 
of your paper, permit me in friendship to 
call your attention to a few of the most 
prominent. , 

Admitting the premises for which 
you contend, viz. that all men shall ultim- 
ately be saved, we will inquire where 
is the display of God’s justice in the fol- 


lowing cases. 
In times of old, we are informed that 


mankind became obdurately wicked ; so 
much depraved, that there was but one 
man on earth who might be said to serve 
God! what is the consequence? Why, 
God determined to sweep off the iniqui. 
tous inhabitants of the earth. According- 
jy the rain descended, the deluge came, 
and as a punishment to those wicked rebels, 
they were swallowed up in the waters, and 
their guilty souls were wafted on seraph’s 
wings to the bright abodes of happiness ; 
while Noah, the righteous servant of God, 
was doomed to stay on earth and drag out 
a life of three hundred and fifty years, in 
pain, grief and distress, as a reward for 
Lis righteousness ! ! 

So in other cases ; the laws of our coun- 
try aresaid to be founded in justice and 
equity, therefore when a desperado stabs 
his friend or murders his neighbor, he is 
sentenced to be hung: as a punishment for 
his crime, the halter is put round his neck, 
he is led to the scaffold—the platform is 
dropped, and he falls into—-Heaven / 

Judas, the murderer of the Son of God, 
as a punishment for the crime of betraying 
his Lord and Master was permitted to leave 
the temple in a momentary fit of anguish, 





and to hang himself on a tree which prov- 
ed to be his stepping stone to heaven ! 

You say in reply to my last, that I “tan. 
pear to suppose, that in consequence of 
your denying the eternity of punishments, 
that therefore you deny any punish- 
ment at all.” This you say ‘we will con- 
sider as your mistake, and as not under- 
standing the doctrine which you have un- 
dertaken to refute.” Be it so. But [I 
think I understand enough of your doc- 
trine to convince me that you hold to a ve- 
ry limited punishment ; that, at all events 
the sooner we die, the more speedy will ar- 
rive the time when we shall all be happy, 

If this be the trutb, I ask why is it cal. 
led punishment, to hang the u ‘rderer ?>— 
Now sir, one of two things is trae: The 
doctrine of endless punishment is trae, or 
the doctrine of universal salvation is true. 
Now [ ask, will it not have a bad effect on 
the sinner, to inform him that the sooner 
he murders bis neighbor, and is hung for 
it, the sooner he will enter heaven? 

You conclude your remarks by saying, 
“] only suggest, at present, that the ground 
of your sentiment does not admit of an in- 
crease or diminution ofthe elect or non- 
elect.” But suppose I grant what you on- 
ly “suggest,” are you not as much in the 
mire as myself? You will contend that 
all are elected—that it is determined that 
all willbe saved. Pray sir, can the foul- 
est crimes hinder the sinner’s entrance in- 
to heaven at the appointed time? Certain- 
ly not, if your sentiment be true ! 

The case then stands thus ; heaven and 
happiness is the object of pursuit, all men 
are anxious toenter in and enjoy its bles- 
sings ; this is the ieading object ; mankind 
inquire what they shall do to be saved ; 
Calvinism informs them that God has de- 
termined the end and the means by which 
they may obtain heaven; that they are 
both marked out, and that the means are 
such as characterize the christian. Thus 
aman is led to pursue the path of rectitude, 
and in the exercise of his moral ability to 





press forward towards the mark of the 
prize of the high calling of God; while 
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op the contrary, universalism teaches us 
that the end is determined and that whetb. 
er the means are used or not, he will final- 
ly gain the object of bis wishes !! 
Pray sir, if this is a mistake, will you 
please to consider it as one of my own, and 

not a fault in the doctrine of the bible. 
A CALVINIST. 


For the Gospel Advocate. 
CONTRADICTION. 

The Calvinistic clergyman of this village 
(Buffato) last Sabbath, was understood to 
say that all who do not repent and become 
christians in this life, will suffer endless 
perdition in the life to come. Nowlet 
us contrast this with a part of the confes- 
sion of faith of the presbyterian church, 
under the authority of which this preacher 
was ordained. 

“By the decree of God, for the manifes. 
tation of his glory, some men and angels 
are predestinated unto everiasting life, and 
others fore-ordained to everlasting death. 
These angels and men, thus predestinated 
and fore-ordained, are particuiarly and un- 
changeably designed ; and their number is 
so certain and definite, that i cannot be et- 
ther increasea or diminished.”—Confession 
of Faith—chap. ii. sec. 3 and 4, 

What gross absurdity is here! A Cal- 
vinist, who believes the fate of every hu- 
man being to have been determined before 
that being had existence, is preaching that 
any person may render himself happy or 
miserable in the world to come, just as he 
pleases, by his own behavior; in other 
words, though God has determined how he 
will dispose of his child, man—yet that 
child, man, has the power to dispose of him- 
selfinamanner different from the design 
of the power that created and sustains 
him! ! 


stand a good chance of excommunication for 
“heresy.” 


TWO HEARERS. 


For the Gospel Advocate. 
An Example worthy of Imitation, 

Mr. John Winn of Champaign county, 
state of Ohio, was formerly a slave-holder 
in Kentucky, at which time he was a mem- 
ber of the Baptist society, and for several 
years strenuously advocated their cause, —~ 
But at length, he had serious impressions 
that his belief was not according to divine 
revelation ; and after a general search of 
the scriptures, laying aside superstition, 
priesteraft, bigotry, &c. and calling reason 
in exercise, he found that the way of life 
and salvation was made for all—and that 
all created intelligence would finally be 
participators of the same. Under these 
impressions he felt the culpability of hold. 
ing in bondage a part of.the human family, 
nor could he rest till he bad liberated them 
fromslavery. Accordingly he moved them 
to the state of Ohio—gave to each (five in 


sils, &c. and bade them work for them: 
selves. He also gave to the state of Ohio? 
bonds for their good behavior. After this, 
Mr. Winn, with another brother in the bee 
lief of the final salvation of all men, bought 
three slaves in the state of Kentucky, for 
whom they gave two hundred dollars : af- 
ter which they set them free, gave them 
lands in Ohio, and became security for 
their good behavior. These slaves were 
purchased of a baptist deacon of the same 
church to which Mr. Winn belonged.— 
Mr. Winn rejoiceth that the Lord will 
turn the hearts of his children unto him ; 
that every knee will bow and every tongue 
swear that they have righteousness and 
strength in the Lord, and that all the ends 
ofthe earth will see the salvation of our 


So it appears this “regularly ordained | God. A SUBSCRIBER. 


minister,” either does himself like Armeni- 
anism better than his own creed, or, he 
thinks bis hearersdo. Should this depart- 
ure from the faith reach the ears of the 


From the Nationa] Intelligencer. 


To THE EDITORS, 
Gentlemen—At the risk of being classed 





“presbytery,” we think the preacher will’ among the “INFIDELS,” where certain mild, 


number) eighty acres of land, farming uten- 
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gentle, considerate professors of Christian. || ject either man, woman, or child, to civil 


ity, have placed you, I must beg permis-| disability or clerical persecution! I should 
sion to offers afewremarks on the case of | like to know what persecution is? If to 


Mrs. Townsend, as detailed in alate pamph-. | 


let published in New-York. 


Mrs. Townsend, it appears, having 


doubts respecting asingle article of belief; 
professed by the communicants, of the 


church to which she belonged, wrote a let- 
ter tothe pastor, stating her dissent, and 
srespectfully requesting a dissolution of her | 


connection with the church, without a pub- 
lic trial.” This request was denied ; a 
committee of conference was sert to argue 
the point, who, finding her immoveable in 
her belief, asession was held, and the fol. 
lowing resolution passed, viz : 

“Resolved, That Maria Townsend be ex- 
communicated from this church, and that 
the first PUPLIC ANNUNCIATION OF THIS SEN- 
TENCE be made the ensuing Lord’s day.” 

Itis unnecessary to appeal to any man 
whose heart isnot hardened into stone, by 
the influence of bigotry and fanaticism com- 
bined, in order to excite the keenest indig- 
nation at the stern and cruel disregard here 
employed towards the feelings of a respect- 
able matron. I will venture to say, that 
there is nothing in the history of the bitter 
avd inflexible warfare of different sects, in 
the most ignorant and bigoted ages of the 
world, more strongly marked with every 
character of daring and reckless inhumani- 
iy, than this case, which is a disgrace to 
the age, and a double disgrace to the coun- 
try in which we live. 

It is at war with the mild spirit of reli- 
gion ; itis an outrage upon the feelings of 
humanity ; it is a wanton and crue] sport- 
ing with the heart of one who belongs toa 
sex, Which none but brutes and cowards 
would dare thus to assail ; it is an attempt 
to coerce men and women into a belief, in 
a particular point of doctrine, by the fear 
of public reproach and denunciation. 

And this happens, this is permitted, ina 
country where it is solemnly acknowled- 
ged, nay, asserted as one of the fundament- 
al principles of the constitution, that a dif- 
fererice in religious opinions, shall not sub- 


drag a matron before the public, for the 
purpose of holding her upto the scorn and 
detestation of an assembled congregation, 
gathered together to hear the words of 
peace and good wil! to all mankind—if to 
denounce her as an apostate from the true 
faith, and turn her adrift, as it were, with 
the mark of Cain upon her forehead, tobe 
an object of horror to her brethren and sis- 
ters, with whom she has been accustomed 
to kneel at the foot-stocl of God, to offer 
up her prayers to the Throne of Grace— 
to utter her thanks, to ask forgiveness for 
herself and all her enemies—if this is not 
persecution, nay, the keenest, the must 
heart-breaking persecution, IT know not 
what persecutionis. At this moment, and 
for the remainder of her life, this helpless 
matronis, and will so continue, an object 
of indescribable korror to her most intimate 
associates ; the ties which knit her to that 
circle, with whom she has been accustomed, 
perhaps from her infancy, to exchange the 
courtesies and good offices of friendly in- 
timacy, are broken, most likely forever.— 
She will be thrown upon the world anew, 
to form new connexions with society, and 
when she meets any of her sister communi- 
cants in the church, that has thus flung her 
from its bosom, it will be their duty to 
pass her with an averted eye. 

Is not this persecution? Is not this spir- 
it, which dictated this peblic outrage on 
the feelings and the good name of a respect. 
able matron, the same which presided at 
the stake of the martyrs, the auto de fes, 
of the Inquisition, restrained, indeed, from 
such bloody excess, by the Jaws, but still 
arriving at ends almost as cruel, through 
the circuitous wiles of a crafty church dis. 
cipline ? Does any one believe that, but 
for these restraints, the persecuting spirit 
that dictated this public exposure of a mat. 
ron, for conscientiously dissenting froma 
particular point of faith, would have stop- § 
ped short until it had persecuted her eve? 





| unto death P 
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It is time, and high time, if it be not al- 
ready too late, to put astop to such open 
violations of the spirit of all those consti- 
‘utions under which we live, to declare by 
a solemn act of the legislature, that no in. 
habitant of these United States, “ by the 





sands. The fagot has ceased to blaze.— 
The embers are cold ; warmed only with 
the frozen relics which moulder in the bo- 
soms of superstition’s ghastly train. Burs- 
ting upon the world, after the slumber of 
ages, the news, or, “ good tidings of great 


blessing of God free and independent,” joy,” is heard for, “ you, and ali mankind.” 


forfeits his right as a citizen by dissenting | 


from any particular system of belief—his 
right to the protection of his person, his 
property, aye, and what is dearer than all 
these, of his reputation, by entering or de- 
parting from a communion with any church 
as his reason and conscience dictates. Let 
them stay with a church as long as they 
please, and when they request a dismissal 
let it not be accompanied by a public dis- 
charge, asifthey had committed some hor- 


rible crime. 
LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. 





Extract from the prospectus of the Gospel 
Herald, edited by Henry Fitz. 

The present may with propriety be ter- 
med an era of liberal investigation. The 
jron hand of civil despotism is palsied be- 
neath the touch of reason; ecclesiastical 
tyranny and oppression are ‘fading, like the 
mists of the morning, before the steady, 
scrutinizing, and triumphant march of 
truth. Truth, a divine effulgence from 
the God of nature, of reason, and of love, 
has pierced the gloom which centuries have 
witnessed, fostered by every degrading and 
repugnant principle abhorrent to humani- 
ty, and, pointing a celestial index, invites 
man to more genial climes—a brighter sun 
and kindlier heavens. In the impressive 
language of Inspiration, “life and immor- 
tality are brought to light by the gospel.” 
The revelation of the word and will of 
God, the common Father, taking “the 
wings of the morning, is visiting the remot- 
est corners of the earth.” Instead of slum- 
bering in the cell of the ascetic, fettered 
with monkish legends, and the dreams of 


fanatics, the scriptures, stripped of the :lle- 
gitimate apportionments of men, are daz- | 
zling with all their lustre, and shining into | 
the once benighted minds of rejoicing thou- | is the occasion of such blessedness, how 


God has unlocked futurity to man. The 
destinies of the world are proclaimed ; aud 
the father, friend, and saviour of mankind, 
viewed through the medium of his own 
communications, is seen, the unchangeable 
benefactor and lover of the souls that he 
hath made. 

Involved with these considerations, are 
questions, momentous in their nature, uni. 
versal in their application, and glorious in 
their import. ‘The character and purposes 
of God, the origin and destination of man, 
in the aggregate, furnish sublime contem- 
plation to him, who, reading with uncioud- 
edeyes the Testament of his heavenly 
Father, finds God his friend, mankind bis 
brethren, and heaven his home! In ex- 
change for the husks of a mongrel theolo- 
gy, the fruit of darkness, gendered in the 
seclusion of bigoted error, accept the vi- 
ands of Heaven, and feast at the banquet 
of truth! Reason, ever attendant, waits, 
the cheerful assistant, at the repast. And 
a joy, more delicious than the fabled nectar 
of the gods, will succeed with fruits, which 
wil! flourish in never-ending bloom. 

Reward to Parents.---The purest pieas- 
ures we tastein this world arise from the 
sightof the happiness of which we have 
been the authors. There is a secret 
tenderness in our nature which loves to 
soothe and gratify itself in the exercise of 
the lowest offices of affection. It is plea- 
sing to shelter a plant from the roughness 
ofthe elements—to protect a helpless ani- 





mal from harm. . To assist the weak and 
friendless, and raise the sick man from the 
bed of languishing,affords an exquisite sat 
isfaction. But if the preservation of a mor- 
tal creature to a few years of doubtful char- 
acter, it may be of tribulation and anguish, 
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great shall be the transports of that hour 
when they who have received mercy to be 
faithful, shall present the children, to whose 
safety and moral purity they have been de- 
voted, to be admitted with the innumera- 
ble company of the blessed to the transcen- 
dent aud unchangeable glories which shall 


be revealed. 


Freethinking Christian Church. 

A society of christians bearing the above 
title, has recently been formed in London; 
and has extended itself into the country.— 
The editors of the ‘Reformer’ inform us 
that they have lately seen the first number 
of a publication conducted by this society 
called the “Freethinking Christians’ Quar- 
terly Register.” 

“At present assemb'ing in the metropo- 
lis, and in various parts of the country, for 
the purpose both of private improvement 
and of public teaching.” 

This church, as stated in the prospectus 
to the work, “shad its origin in a small body 
of individuals, who, afew years since, im- 
pressed with the importance of religion, 
yet, disgusted with the absurdities which 
generally disgrace its name, resolved to 
think for themselves—to take the scriptures 
and the scriptures only as the standard of 
christianity ; and who, equally regardless 
of that authority which has restrained in- 
quiry, and of those consequences, which 
men affect to dread from it, determined to 
‘seek Truth wherever she might be found, 
and to follow her wiithersoever she might 
lead them.” 





Anecdote.—There was once a supersti- 
tious mother who was continually talking 
to her children of hell. She described it 
to them as aplace that God had builded 
with high, broad, thick walls, and filled 
with an incalculable quantity of burning 
brimstone ; and she often declared that it 
was one of the most useful sections of the 
universe, which cost the divine being as 


much labor, as heaven or earth. 
One of her children, happening to cast 


its eye once upon the first verse of the first 
chapter of Genesis, turned to its mother 
and said, I here read that “ in the begin. 
ning God created the heaven 4nd earth ;” 
why do I not read that he as you say, cre. 
ated hell alsoP The mother confounded, 
stammered awhile for a reply, but finally 
reprimanded her childfor asking sucha 
wicked question. 


From the Christian Register. 
SPRING 
When Spring unlocks the flowers 
To paint the laughing soil ; 
When Summer's balmy breezes 
Retresh the mower’s toil ; 
When Winter holds in frosty chains 
The fallow and the flood ; 
In God the earth rejoices still, 
And owns her maker good. 


The birds that wake the morning, 
And those that love the shade ; 

The winds that swell the ocean, 
Or lull the drowsy glade ; 

The sun that from his amber bower, 
Rejoices on his way ; 

The moon and stars thei: Rulers state, 
In silent pomp display. 


Shall Man, the heir of nature, 
Expectant of the sky— 

Shall man alone, unthankful, 
The voice of praise deny ? 

No, let the sun forsake his course, 
The Seasons cease to be— 

Thee, Maker, shall we yet adore, 
Ana, Saviour, honor thee. 


The flowers of spring may wither, 
The fruits of summer fade, 

The winter fall untimely, 
The birds forsake the shade, 

The rivers fail, the ocean’s tide 
Unlearns his old decree, 

But, Lord, in nature's dying hour— 
Our love shall cling to thee. 


—_—-—_ 


{> Brother Tompson, (late from England) is ea- 


pected to preach at the Court-House, in this village, 
next Sabbath, 





Ask and it shall be given you ; seek and 
ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened. 
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